Sixth EU-Georgia Association Committee
Brussels/Tbilisi, 15 December 2020 (WebEx)

DRAFT AGENDA WITH TIMINGS 

	08:45 – 8:55
11:45 – 11:55
(10 min)
	Opening and Introductory Remarks

Speakers:
Luc Devigne, EEAS 
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

	EU Chair – 
Luc Devigne (EEAS) 
GE Chair –  
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili (MFA, Georgia)

	8:55 – 9:00 BXL
11:55 – 12:00 TBS
(5 min)
	Adoption of the agenda
	EU 

	09:00 – 10:00 BXL
12:00 – 13:00 TBS
(1 hour)

	Political Dialogue and Reform, Democracy, Good Governance 

EU starts - Reforms to consolidate democracy: the functioning of the parliamentary process; electoral reforms, political pluralism; media environment 

GE responds (up to 25 min)
Speakers:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – political dialogue (2 min)
Levan Makhashvili, Adviser to the Speaker of the Parliament  – reforms to consolidate democracy:  the functioning of the parliamentary process;  electoral reforms; political pluralism (10 min)
Tamar Zhvania, CEC Chair/ Giorgi Sharabidze, Deputy Chair – electoral reforms (5-7 min)
Ivane Makharadze, Head of the Department for Audio-visual Media Services Regulation, Communications Commission – media environment (5 min)

EU may make comments
GE may respond

	EU 

	10:00 – 10:15 BXL
13:00 – 13:15 TBS
(15 min)
	Break
	

	10:15 – 11:15 BXL
13:15 – 14:15 TBS
(1 hour)

45 min – on conflict resolution
15 min – on cooperation within the CFSP/CSDP
	Foreign and Security policy, Conflict resolution

GE starts
Speakers:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs - Support to territorial integrity, peaceful conflict resolution; security and human rights challenges in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; effective use of the Geneva International Discussions; EU Monitoring Mission; non-recognition policy; Regional developments, notably the impact of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on Georgia – (7 min). 
Tamar Kochoradze, Head of the Department for Policy Analysis, Planning and International Relations, State Minister’s Office for Reconciliation and Civic Equality - Incident Prevention Response Mechanism; Georgia’s peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future”, engagement policy (including) - (7 min)
…SSS – additional short comment on the situation on the ground in the occupation territories (2-3 min)

EU responds
EU engagement and non -recognition policy; Support to territorial integrity, peaceful conflict resolution; security and human rights challenges in the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; effective use of the Geneva International Discussions and Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms; EU Monitoring Mission; Georgia’s peace initiative “A Step to a Better Future”

GE may make comments
EU may respond

GE starts
Speaker:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs - Cooperation on international issues, including alignment with CFSP declarations, support to CSDP activities and GE contributions to EU led operations and missions, cooperation on hybrid threat and cyber issues (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments – if needed, the relevant agencies may intervene (SSS; Shalva Kvinikhidze (tbc), MoD; Ekaterine Machavariani, MIA) 
EU may respond

	GE 


	11:15 – 12:30 BXL
14:15 – 15:30 TBS (1 hour 15 minutes)
	Justice, Freedom and Security issues, Human Rights

EU starts
Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan, implementation of anti-discrimination law, Rights of persons belonging to minorities; gender equality, implementation of the Istanbul convention, Rights of the Child

GE responds: 
Speakers:
…HR Secretariat, GOV Secretariat - Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan; Rights of persons belonging to minorities; gender equality, implementation of the Istanbul convention, Rights of the Child (5-6 min) 
If needed, Tina Ghogheliani, Head of the Department for Civic Equality at the State Minister’s office for Reconciliation and Civic Equality can intervene on rights of persons belonging to minorities and Meri Maghlapheridze, Director LEPL Agency For State Care and Assistance for the (Statutory) Victims of Human Trafficking, MoIDPsLHSA, on Child’s right
Giorgi Burjanadze, Deputy Public Defender - implementation of anti-discrimination law. (3-4 min)

Possible Q&A

EU continues:
Reforms in the Justice Sector

GE responds: 
Speakers:
Shorena Mezurnishvili, Head of Department of International Relations, High Council of Justice  (3 min) 
Levan Kasradze, Head of the Staff of the Legal Issues Committee, Parliament of Georgia  (3 min); 
Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Head of the Unit of European Integration and Cooperation with International Organisations, General Prosecutor’s Office and may intervene with short comment if issues relevant to the GPO are raised by the EU.

Possible Q&A

EU continues:
Fight against corruption

GE responds: 
Speakers:
Gocha Lordkipanidze, Acting Minister of Justice (3 min)
Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Head of the Unit of European Integration and Cooperation with International Organisations, General Prosecutor’s Office and …SSS may intervene with short comments if issues relevant to the GPO or SSS are raised by the EU

Possible Q&A

EU continues:
Migration, asylum and border management, including the Visa Free travel regime

GE responds: 
Speakers:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – brief comment on visa-free regime (2 min) 
Kakha Sabanadze, First Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs -migration, asylum and border management, including the Visa Free travel regime (5 min). 

Possible Q&A

EU continues:
Legal cooperation (judicial cooperation in civil and criminal matters)

GE responds: 
Speakers:
Gocha Lordkipanidze, Acting Minister of Justice (3 min)
Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Head of the Unit of European Integration and Cooperation with International Organisations, General Prosecutor’s Office may intervene with short comment if issues relevant to the GPO are raised by the EU

Possible Q&A

EU continues:
Preventing and combating organised crime and other illegal activities: Money laundering; Cybercrime; Trafficking in human beings;  Illicit drugs; Terrorism, including terrorism financing

GE responds: 
Speakers:
George Tevdorashvili, Deputy Head of the Financial Monitoring Service - money laundering (3 min). Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Head of the Unit of European Integration and Cooperation with International Organisations, General Prosecutor’s Office may intervene with short comment if issues relevant to the GPO are raised.
Gocha Lordkipanidze, Acting Minister of Justice - Trafficking in human beings; Illicit drugs; Cybercrime ??? (3 min) 
…SSS - terrorism, including terrorism financing (3 min)

Possible Q&A

EU continues
Protection of personal data

GE responds: 
Speaker:
Salome Bakhsolyan, Deputy State Inspector - protection of personal data (3 min)

Possible Q&A

	EU 

	12:30 – 13:30 BXS
15:30 – 16:30 TBS
(1 hour)
	Break
	

 

	13:30 – 14:00 BXS
16:30 – 17:00 TBS
(30 min)
	Economic Cooperation

GE starts
Speaker:
Nikoloz Gagua, Deputy Minister of Finance (tbc)/ Mirza Gelashvili, Head of the Department for Macro-economic Analysis and Fiscal Policy Planning, Ministry of Finance - Macro-economic stability, sustainability public finances, implementation of the IMF programme, independence of financial supervision, Macro-Financial Assistance.(7 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

GE starts
Speaker:
Gogita Todradze, Executive Secretary of the Geostat - key developments in statistics (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

	GE

	14:00 – 15:30 BXS
17:00 – 18:30 TBS
 (1 hour 30 minutes) 
	Sectoral Cooperation 
1. Industrial & Enterprise policy, Raw Materials, Tourism, Company Law & Corporate Governance, Consumer Protection, Taxation and Accounting & Audit: 

GE starts
Speakers:
Nino Berianidze, Economic Policy Department, MoESD – SME Strategy and Action Plan implementation; Future strategy for tourism given impact of COVID-19 on sector (5 min)
Nikoloz Mamukelashvili, Head of the Export Department, Enterprise Georgia - SME export promotion and internationalisation, cluster development (5 min)
…MoJ - State of play on company law (2 min)


2. Transport, energy cooperation, environment, climate action and civil protection: 

EU starts
TEN-T policy, road safety, rail transport and maritime safety

GE responds
Speaker:
Ketevan Salukvadze, Head of the Department for Transport and Logistics Development, MoESD (3 min)

Possible Q&A

EU continues
Energy security, transit and cross-border cooperation, Energy Community Treaty, energy efficiency

GE responds
Speaker:
Zaza Chikhradze, Head of Department of Energy Reform and International Relations, MoESD (3 min)

Possible Q&A

EU continues
[bookmark: _GoBack]Update on environmental governance and multilateral environment agreements; Implementation of Paris Agreement on Climate Change

GE responds
Nino Tandilashvili, Deputy Minister, MoEPA (3 min)

Possible Q&A

EU continues
Cooperation on civil protection and disaster risks management through the Union Civil Protection Mechanism

GE responds
Ekaterine Matchavariani, Director of International Relations, MIA (3 min)

Possible Q&A


3. Science and technology, information society, audio-visual policy, education, training and youth, culture, sport and physical education: 

GE starts
Speaker:
Kakha Khandolishvili, Head of the Department for International Relations and Strategic Development, Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport - Policy developments in Education, Erasmus+; Policy developments in Research, Horizon 2020 and future Horizon Europe; Youth policy developments; Human development and Vocational education and training; EaP European School (7 min)
…MoESD/Communications Commission - Alignement to EU audio-visual acquis; Digital (3-4 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

4. Agriculture and rural development, fisheries and maritime governance, regional development, cross-border and regional level cooperation:

GE starts
Speaker:
Mzia Giorgobiani, Deputy Minister, MoRDI - Implementation of  key strategies and programmes related to regional developments; (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

GE continues:
Speaker:
Nino Tandilashvili, Deputy Minister, MEPA - Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea, fisheries governance in the Black Sea; monitoring and control of fisheries, Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing external fleet, coordination on marine and maritime affairs; Implementation of the Agricultural Development and Rural Development strategies of Georgia, including food safety. (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments


5. Employment, Social Policy, Equal Rights and Public Health: 

GE starts
Speakers: 
Tamila Barkalaia, Deputy Minister, MoIDPsLHSA – Labour legislation reform (new Labour Code), labour inspection,, tripartite social dialogue, employment services (5 min)
Tamar Gabunia, First Deputy Minister, MoIDPsLHSA - Health Sector development Strategy; Ratification of the Protocol to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products under the WHO (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments
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	15:30 – 15:45 BXS
18.30 – 18:45 TBS
(15 min)
	Break
	

	15:45 - 16:00 BXL
18:45 – 19:00 TBS
(15 min)
	Eastern Partnership 
Update on preparations ahead of the Summit in 2021

EU starts

GE responds
Speaker:
Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – 5 min

	EU 

	16:00 – 16:15 BXL
19:00 – 19:15 TBS
(15 min)
	Strategic Communication
Update on strategic communication activities, including on strengthening resilience to disinformation

GE starts 
Speaker:
Veka Modebadze, Director of the Stratcom Department, MFA (5 min)

EU responds
GE may make comments

	GE

	16:15 – 16:20 BXL
19:15 – 19:20 TBS
(5 min)
	Any other business

	

	16:20 – 16:25 BXL
19:20 – 19:25 TBS
(5 min)
	Operational Conclusions

	EU leads

	16:25 – 16:30 BXL
19:25 – 19:30 TBS
(5 min)
	Closing Remarks
	EU Chair – Luc Devigne (EEAS)
GE Chair – Vakhtang Makharoblishvili (MFA, Georgia)



